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SUB J : DOMESTIC POLITICAL TENSIONS MOUNT ON EVE OF KNESSET 
ELECTION 

REF: TEL AVIV 10489 

1. ON EVE OF KNESSET ELECTION, TENSION BETWEEN LABOR ALIGNMENT 
AND ITS MAIN COALITION PARTNER, THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
PARTY, (NRP) HAS BECOME MORE PRONOUNCED, UNDER- 
LINING FLUIDITY OF CURRENT INTERNAL POLITICAL SCENE AND COMPLEX- 
ITIES WHICH LIE AHEAD IN PROCESS OF FORMING NEXT GOVERNING 
COALITION. 

2. AN IMPORTANT INDEX OF MOUNTING FRICTION WAS NRP 
ABSTENTION IN KNESSET VOTE DECEMBER 20 REGARDING ISRAELI 
PARTICIPATION AT OPENING SESSIONS OF GENEVA CONFERENCE 
BECAUSE GOI HAD ACCEPTED WORKING MEETINGS ON SATURDAYS. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, AT CABINET MEETING DECEMBER 23, MRS MEIR 
ANGRILY REFUSED TO ANSWER A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS RAISED BY NRP 
MINISTERS REGARDING GENEVA CONFERENCE AND POSSIBLE ISRAEL- 
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THESE QUESTIONS HAD ALREADY SURFACED IN ISRAELI PRESS. 

3. NRP INTERIOR MINISTER BURG REPORTEDLY HAS ENTERED INTO A 
WRITTEN UNDERSTANDING THIS WEEK WITH RELIGIOUSLY-ORIENTED 
JEWISH SETTLERS IN HEBRON AND ETZION BLOC AREA, REAFFIRMING 
NRP'S HARDLINE POSITION AGAINST TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS ON 
JORDAN WEST BANK, AND IN SUPPORT OF JEWISH RIGHT TO ACQUIRE 
LAND IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

4. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY A SENIOR EDITOR OF HAARETZ THAT 

SAPIR HAS BEEN LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR AN EFFORT TO BREAK UP 
THE NRP DURING NEGOTIATIONS FOR FORMATION OF NEXT GOVERNING 
COALITION WITH GOAL OF ASSURING CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP OF NRP 
MODERATES AND LABOR ALIGNMENT. SAME SOURCE TOLD US THAT 
SAPIR IS ALSO ENGAGED IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH MEMBERS OF LIBERAL 
PARTY (GAHAL) FOR SIMILAR PURPOSES OF ENCOURAGING SPLIT FROM 
LIKUD AFTER ELECTIONS. 

5. ABOVE DEVELOPMENTS MAKE IT LIKELY THAT COALITION 
NEGOTIATIONS WILLBE PROTRACTED BUT, AS REPORTED SEPTEL, WE 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT MRS MEIR WILL SUCCEED IN TIME, ALBEIT 
WITH SOME DIFFICULTY, IN FORMING NEW GOVERNMENT. 

KEATING 
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